Houston County Commissioners Meeting

October 15, 2013

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 15, 2013 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Utility Superintendent Dan Walker, Magistrate Court Judge Bob Turner, ANR Agent-County Extension Coordinator Charlotte Mote, Solid Waste Superintendent Terry Dietsch, Murray Griffin and Joel Scott with SWANA (Solid Waste Association of North America), Walton and Becky Wood and County Attorney Tom Hall.

Tom McMichael led the audience in the Invocation.

Jim Newton, retired United States Air Force Colonel, led the audience in the pledge of allegiance and spoke of his 26-year military career.  Mr. Newton grew up in northwest Florida and went to the Air Force Academy.  He received pilot training and spent much of his career in air refueling operations in aircraft such as the KC-135 and the KC-10.  He served many tours of duty in Southeast Asia including the Vietnam War.  He also spent four years as a civil engineer during his service.  After retirement, Mr. Newton spent 17 years with Middle Georgia Technical College as Director of Economic Development.  He is also an active member of the Houston County Library Board of Trustees and of the Middle Georgia Regional Development Authority.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to add a proclamation to the agenda declaring November to be National Homelessness Awareness month.

Chairman Stalnaker presented a proclamation recognizing the Houston County Habitat for Humanity and declaring October as Affordable Housing Month.  Mr. Tom Prior, representing Habitat for Humanity, accepted the proclamation and briefed the Board on the work being done by the organization in the local community as well as world-wide.  The organization has helped 48 families in Houston County build and own their own home, as well as 38 additional homes around the world.

Chairman Stalnaker presented a proclamation recognizing the Family Promise of Greater Houston County and declaring November to be National Homelessness Awareness month.  Mr. Paul Hibbitts, representing Family Promise of Greater Houston County, accepted the proclamation and briefed the Board on the work that the local chapter of the organization has been performing.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of October 1, 2013.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the incorporation of the three Magistrate Court Constable positions into the Warrants Division of the Sheriff’s Office.  The Chief Constable position will become a Sergeant and the two Constables will become deputies.  Funding for all three positions will remain under the Magistrate Court’s departmental budget.  All three will work directly for the Sheriff.
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Chairman Stalnaker explained that he, Chief Magistrate Judge Bob Turner, and Sheriff Cullen Talton had met and collectively agreed to the transfer of personnel from the Court to the Warrant Division. Judge Turner briefed the Board on the approximate caseload, 10,000 civil cases as well as the thousands of criminal cases, that the Magistrate Court handles annually.  He felt the change will allow for better supervision and training of the constables and enable them to serve the necessary court papers quickly and efficiently.

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Houston County and the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension concerning the operation of the Extension education program in agriculture, natural resources and environmental management, family and consumer science, and 4-H/Youth work in Houston County.  This agreement will remain in effect until rescinded by either party by a written 90-day notice.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the disbursement of a $450.00 clothing allowance to those twenty-five Sheriff’s Department personnel identified in a memorandum from Sheriff Talton dated October 4, 2013.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Public Works to draw the performance bond on Amelia Place Phase 1 (Charter Bank letter of credit #20466033); and the maintenance bond on Amelia Place Phase 2 (Charter Bank letter of credit #20640785) if the necessary pavement repairs are not made by October 18, 2013.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the award of one 2014 Caterpillar D7E Bulldozer to Yancey Brothers of Macon for $440,614 to include the trade-in of a 2004 CAT D7R (Maintenance #617, S/N AEC00772) for use at the Landfill.

Chairman Stalnaker explained that the Landfill is operated through an enterprise fund and that there are no taxpayer dollars utilized in the purchase of this piece of equipment.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the award of the Ammons Road Water System Improvements contract to Griffin Utility Construction, LLC in the amount of $234,976.

Chairman Stalnaker explained that the Water Department is also operated through an enterprise fund and that there are no taxpayer dollars utilized in performing this water line replacement.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $1,458,484.62.
Chairman Stalnaker introduced Mr. Murray Griffin, Georgia Chapter SWANA Corporate Director, who presented the Board with the Silver Award for Excellence in Landfill Management which Houston County received from SWANA (Solid Waste Association of North America).  The award was presented at WASTECON, an annual convention for solid waste professionals, in Long Beach, California on September 17th.  Mr. Griffin explained that SWANA has 45 chapters with over 8,000 members.  He congratulated Houston County on their achievement and stated that the Landfill facility is held up as a model of efficiency in the state and nation.

Chairman Stalnaker accepted the award on behalf of the Board and explained that the Landfill staff deserves all the credit.  He stated that the landfill is operated as one of the few true enterprise funds in the state in that all revenues come from either tipping fees or methane gas sales.  He introduced Landfill Superintendent Terry Dietsch and thanked him for his leadership. 
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 Mr. Dietsch thanked his staff for their efforts and introduced each member in attendance.  Those in attendance were Larry Arnold, Craig Duke, Sherry McAtee, Sarah Baumler, Otha Sutton, Salvador Lopez, Raymond Tanner, Rickey Dickey, Brian Stone, Clarence Poole, Terry Foskey, Gary Foskey, Juan Torres, Terrel Smith, Roger Cothren, Wallace Porter, Willie Bolden, Robert Hauck, and Alfred Brown.
Chairman Stalnaker thanked Mr. Griffin and explained to the audience that Mr. Griffin also performs consulting work for the Landfill through his company Atlantic Coast Consulting.  Mr. Joel Scott was also in attendance representing both SWANA and Atlantic Coast Consulting.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
Becky Wood stated that she is proud of Houston County and the Landfill operation for winning the award.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.
The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

Chairman Stalnaker thanked Becky Wood for her comment and for her service to the community, along with Mr. Jim Newton, on the Houston County Library Board.  Mr. Newton briefed the Board on the upcoming November 4th dedication of the Nola Brantley Library building following its recent renovation and addition.

Mr. Walker stated that he is proud of the Landfill staff and their accomplishments.  He also thanked Chairman Stalnaker, former commissioners Arthur White and Charlie Stewart, and former County engineer Mr. Milton Beckham for their past efforts in making the Landfill what it is today.

Ms. Robinson thanked the Landfill staff for their efforts.

Mr. Thomson commended Becky Woods for her efforts as a local environmentalist and explained that her compliment of the Landfill was high praise from someone so committed to protecting the environment.

Mr. McMichael commented that the bulldozer approved for purchase features an electric drive train that is similar to locomotive technology.

Chairman Stalnaker commented that we should remain hopeful that a resolution to the government shutdown and debt-ceiling crisis will be soon reached.
There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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